William " Billy" Blake
Scott O. Brame

Reggie Dupré
FrancesT. Henry
Robert W. Levy
William A. Oliver
Virgil Robinson, Jr.
Norbert A. Simmons
William Clifford Smith

Richard E. D’ Aquin, Chair

William T. (Ron) Roberts, Jr., Vice Chair

Roland M. Toups, Secretary

E. Joseph Savoie Pat A. Strong
Commissioner of Higher Education BOAF\;DdOF REG.ENTS ArtisL. Terrell, Jr.
150 Third Street, Suite 129 Steve Johnson

Baton Rouge, LA 70801-1389
Phone (225) 342-4253
FAX (225) 342-9318
www.regents.state.la.us

To: Parents of Louisiana’'s 9th grade students

From: E. Joseph Savoie, Louisana Commissioner of Higher Education

This year's 9th grade students -- your daughter or son -- will be the first students directly affected by a
new set of admission requirementsfor all public, four-year universitiesin Louisiana. We believethese

new standards will provide the foundation necessary for high school graduates to be successful in
college.

Beginning in thefall 2005, to enroll in a Louisiana public four-year univer sity, your
son or daughter must have:

1. Completed the Regents Core Academic Curriculum
(currently the TOPS core)

And

2. One of thefollowing:
a. ahigh school grade point average of 2.0 or higher,
or
b. an ACT composite score of 20 or higher,
or
c. graduation from high school in the top 50% of the class

*Some universities will have higher requirements. We strongly suggest you contact a university's
admissions office or your high school guidance counselor for assistance.

If your son or daughter plans to attend a four-year university, please be sure he or she takes the TOPS
core curriculum when scheduling classes for the 10th grade. This is required for admission to a
Louisiana public university and greatly increases a student's chances of qualifying for TOPS. If you
have any questions, please contact your school guidance counselor, my office, or visit our website at
www.regents.state.la.us.

Itisnever too early to begin planning for the future. With your assistance, your son or daughter will have
a more successful future in school. We hope that future includes attendance at one of Louisiands
colleges or universities.



